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Here at the south end of the Wallowa Valley, 

the wal'waama band of the Nez Perce Indians 

gathered to begin a sorrowful journey: 

leaving their homeland. 
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In 1877, the \'Val\vaama \.vere driYen out of the Wallowa 
\ Talley, \vruch had been their homeland since time 
1mmen1orjal. Leaving \Vas fuJI of heartbreak and hardship. 
Over the next 1170 miles they \Vould jo1n ~nth other Nez 
Perce bands, cross extremely rugged mountain terrain, 
and battle with the militar) in thetr attempt to reach the 
safety of Canada. Many died. Some reached Canada. 
Others sought refuge in the Blue Mountains, or were 
imprisoned in Oklahoma. 

Today, their descendents live on the C/ Pc.:rcc, Colville, 
and Umatilla reservations, as \veil as Jn Canada, and jn 
communities throughout orth Amenca. They continue 
to honor tlus acted land full of memories and heri tagc. 
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This area marks the begmning of the 
Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) Nat1onal 
H1stonc Trail. The Nez Perce Trail 1s 
part of our shared history to be 
preserved and protected by all. 

·1 was a sn1all girltben, 

and I clidn t understand .. . 

I renzen1her being so 

zoon1ed. becau e I bad a 

neu' pair of n1occasins. ancl 

I didn't ll'ant to ruin then1 

cro 'ing tbe riue1~ ., 

The moccasin story was told to Horace 
Axtell by his grandmother, who was a 
g1rl of SIX when she made the tnp She 
had recalled how quiet everyone was. 

"The only sounds were those of the 
horses and cattle as we left." 
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